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with ethnic varieties; they have even little. accordance with
gradations of social position or of civil estate. Moreover, the
characteristic which, after close examination, most strikes an
European observer, is not so much the heterogeneity of the
popular religion taken at a glance, as the fact that it is a thing
which is constantly growing; that it is perceptibly following
certain modes of generation, transmutation, and growth, which
point toward and lead up from the lower toward the higher
kinds of belief. Here, as everywhere in like conditions, the
floating and molecular state of society has prevented religious
consolidation; while again the multiformity of religion reacts
continually upon the society, subjecting its constitution to a
perpetual mcrcettement. And the wedges which have riven
asunder and are keeping separate the general mass of the
Indian people are furnished and applied by the system of
Caste. The two great outward and visible signs of caste
fellowship, intermarriage and the sharing of food, are the boads
which unite or isolate groups. Now Caste seems to be the
stereotype mould which has in India preserved those antique
prejudices of blood and religion that have been worn out or
destroyed in almost all countries of equal or inferior civiliza-
tion ; and so far as caste is by origin Ethnological, Political,
or Professional, its tendency in modern India is to subside
and fade away out of active life. But to this threefold classifi-
cation (by Professor Max Muller)* of the source of Indian
caste must be added, I submit, a fourth term, Sectarian, mean*
ing the castes which are produced by difference of religion, by
new gods, new rites, new views, and new dogmas* "While the
three first-named sources are virtually closed, producing no
fresh varieties, this fourth source is siall open and flowing, and
its effect upon the social fabric is still actively dissolvent.
Where tribal and political distinctions are blending and amal-
gamating according to the ordinary operation of civilizing
forces, this process is in India continually interrupted and foiled
by the religious element of disseveration, the community,'
instead of coalescing, is again split up by divergences of doc-

* * Chips from * German Woricahop."